Continuation of transcription of* taped conversations between Obolensky, 
Lawrence 'Brown and Harold ^eisberg » side 1? 

Lawrence Brown* Hello? 

ffiCf Larry, Harold* How are you'; 

LB, Tea, Harold. I’m fine, 

IMi Hood. Larry, I’ve thought all the way home and part of the time this 
... morning, and I believe our differences are really irreconcilable , and 
after reaching that decision I called John, 

LB. Yes? 

HW. And he seems to b® la accord, 

LB. Yes. 

HW. And he’ll be in touch with you. They* re still in the same turmoil. I x 
didn’t even get a chance to ask him about money, but he did say that he 
would be in touch with you and about money. 

LB. Okay, I*ve been thinking about it, too, and I think maybe you’re right. 
Hh, I’ve been thinking what the real nature of our difference s is because 
they’re not petty or personal, 

HW. Ho, they’re not, That ’ s right. 

LB* I think, uh, I think fundamentally the, 
way* In terras of the shots. I’ve been 
thing else. I think that everything in 
at least brings it into focus. 

H¥, X think the second part is better. 

LB. i» T hat^ 

B¥. It brings it in focus more. 

LB. Yes. That’s right, 

HW. Yes. 

LB. Because here’s what I think the situation there is, Harold, and you can “ 
ponder this whether you agree with me or not. I think that you came to 

conclusion in the very beginning before you even went to Ivan and Jofc 


that isn’t really - 
uh, uh - well, /let me put it this 

thinking about that more than any* 

a sense stems around that or that 



that you had found out a way to show that there must have been four shots 
and that the - 

That is eorreet, Larry. 

All right. And that the showing of four shots - 
In itself was eno ug h , 

In Itself was enough and demolished the Commission 1 e case. 

Bven tb© I also knew it was demolished by other means, 

lea,, lea. 

But I thought this was the easiest way to show it. 

Yes, 

You* re right. 

And also in some respects it meant that you need fiddle no more with how 
the Commission handled the assassination and it left a book free * 

Uot at all. Mot at all. And that « 

To go off into - well, what to me are ancillary or even irrelevant tilings, 
But the difficulty la that the . uh, . I just cannot see that you prove 
there are more than four shots, that's allj and therefore I don't t. M 
that your case will work. 

you turn out to be right, ^arsy, but I just don’t think so. 

Well, we’ll just have to leave it that way. 

Yes. I did spend a lot of time thinking about it - 

Maturally , because we both have a considerable investment of effort in our 
joint efforts so far, and there * s no reason to abandon it lightly. 

^ell, that’s right. And that’s why I didn’t, when you first made me the 
offer, even tfeo I had originally thought of the same thing myself, /as I 

Yes, iadowBH well, naturally, when there’s a deep difference in viewpoint, 
it’s a logical thing, 

*ell, you know, I - I thought shout it *mo fa ®u the „ &r home lag6 night 

that I didn’t realize I das in the tuinel until I was in the tunnel and 
couldn’t turn around. 



LB, You went the wrong way, then* 

HW* I went the wrong way, as & natter of fact, even though your inairuotions 
on my leaving the hotel were accurate, I wag so deep in thought that fey « 
time 1 got over the bridge I also dldn*t follow them, 

LB, Oh, thac *s too bad, 

HW, And got on the White Horse Pike, 

LB, Oh, dear, 

HW * S ° y° u se ® 1 was thinking about it , Larry, 

LB. Oh, i know you were, Harold. 

HW. Ag a natter of fa0 *, tto night bafoj* 1 drove all the ,ay to UiUtUngton in 

second gear without realizing it. 

LB. Well „ 


HW, My mind was on other things than driving. 
LB. dell, that’s too bad. 


.ni. 'ell, in any event, I called you chiefly to let you know because I thought 
ti'iat was fair and also to imk save you the trouble of mailing me what you 
r *ere going to mail me tonight or tomorrow, 

LB, Yes, 

HW, At the same time, it could be very helpful to me - 1 know you offered to 

g.i.\e me back everything and ± appreciate that - but what I could use faste* 
Larry, would be the drafts that I gave you because it*s from them 1*11 fee 


working and some of my carbons don*t contain what * s on them. 

LB, 1 ~ > w Ly don* t I do this ? -he proper thing to do is to take all your 
papers of every kind and send them back to you. 

That * 3 fine, but I didn’t know how convenient it would be to do it with all 
of them. 


LB, W @ ii, 1*11 just make a big package and mail them off tomorrow. 

HM» *elx, lx you can, I mean if you have them all there, that*s fin®, 
LB. les, I got them all here. 

HW. That* a fine. 
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LB. Yes* 

HW* I would appreciate it if you would do that because - ©specialy on those 
drafts, the 
IB* Sure, sure ■ 

BW* There is material that 1*11 be using. 

LB. 1*11 do that. Now, I do think we should exchange letters holding each 

other,, you know, without any liability or obligation - 

HW. I think you* re right* May I suggest, if you are more fst&iliar with the 

proper form for this, either you send me a form and we can exchange them 

you can send me one and 

at the same time or/I* 11 copy yours and mmsi sign it and send it back to 

you. 

1*B, W®!}., all right. * n&t 1*11 do, 1*11 write you a letter retracing our con- 

veraatio n, spying this is ay understanding of our agreement to disagree, 
and if it’s in accordance with your view of it, please sign the carbon ant 

return. it* 

HW. Yes. 

LB, $ hat solves everything, 

HW. Okay, 

LB. How we do have a - that will be vis-a-vis each other, 1 don’t know what 

the hell - 

HW, There is no problem with them. 

LB* Well, that’s good. 

HW. I - uh, I thought the first thing to dc was to consult them first. 

LB* Well, what do they say? 

HW. They’re in accord. 

IB. In accord in what respect? %at becomes of the letter of agreement? 

HW, Well, we didn’t even discuss that. 

LB. ‘‘©11, that does need some discussion, Harold. 

HW. Well, what do you have in mind? 

Lg. You see, they’ve agreed to advance some money 
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SW» Yes. 

LB. A M we have jointly agreed to give the® a manuscript. 

SW„ Right . 

LB, How you and ^ o&n jointly agree that it isn’t going to work 

HW, Yes. 

LB. And we hold each other hamless, 

HM» Yes. 

LB, Rut it still is a third party, Obolensky, Inc. We have to do something 

HW. You mean ~ you mean - 

LB, about that, 

HW. Well|., they'll be satisfied to accept the manusaeript from me, but I thin' 
there’s something else that you may or may not have in mind, and that is. 
to hold you faultless, and I think that should be done, alt ho that’s w^ht 
John told me verbally. I mean, we didn’t even discuss it, but that was 
the .import of the whole thing. Is that what you have in -mind? 

LB* «'ell, we both have an obligation towards them, and they have an obligati© 
toward both of us. That's got to be sipiared away somehow. Well, I’ll ta 

HW,- Yea, 

LB, to John about that. Is he going to call me tonight? 

HW, I don't know, 3yt their place was a mad house, and Ivan never onoe got e 
the phone when I - talked to John., 

LB* Yes. 

H¥, And. John stopped 3 or 4 times to talk and shout to other people. 

LB, What's their 5 trouble? 

HW* I presume it’s the same thing, plus the normal exigencies of their kind o. 
an existence, which I could never survive. 

LB. Yes, (laughing). Okay, 

HW, Okay, Larry, -Well, thank you very much and I win be looking forward to 
getting that stuff, Would you insure it, please. 

LB. Yes. Yes, I’ll insure it. 

HW* It's not because the insurance will keep it from getting lost, but the 



insurance 


it better protection out in the country, A little bit aor< 
attention, less carelessness. 

LB. Okay. 

H», Ihey have to sign papers on it when they handle/ it. 

I»B. Xe s , that’s a good idea. &11 right. Well, 1*11 get that off to you 
tomorrow. 

HW. hank you very much, Larry. 

Lb, Okay, 

BS#» Right, Bye. 

LB, By®. 


Call from Lawrence Brown, February 12, 1965 - first few words not taped, 
HW. Xou mean over in lew York, 

£»B, Yes. And they apparently are, too. 

HW. Yes. 


LB. 


HW. 

lb. 

HW. 

lb. 


1 think the best thing to do is to wait until we can both talk to thorn 


before anybody does anything on account of whatever you. and I may feel 
vis-a-vis working together is our personal view, and each of us has an 


obligation as much to them, so I think the only proper thing to do is to > 
i ~ any 

make a 3-way do termination rather than/2- way which would not -all- stand 


up because it doesn’t take ear# of ©ur obligation. So I’m just going to 
I*m - I*m - I*m having a little trouble understanding that, Larry. The 
net effect of this is to keep me from doing anything. 

Well, the net effect is also to keep me from doing anything. 


Well, it was my book, Larry. 

Of c/ur.8, it ceased to be your book with a 3-way contrasts then 


became 


our book. 
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HW » Larry - 

LB. You want to go back and get your book again, we have to settle it with 
Obolensky. There 1 s no other way, 

HW. L&rry, the understanding was that you were going to have an interest in i 
But there never was any inference of any kind that you were goia g to - 
that it was going to be your book. 

LB, It was a joint book, 

®w. No, you became the writer of the book, Larry, 

LB, No, ©ne reason Harold, that I absolutely refuse to have anything except a 
contract that ran to Obolensky, I don* t have any contract with you at ali 
I have a contract with Obolensky as you do, 

HW, Is this why - 

LB. It sets out our mutual part {5} in it, 

HW, Is this why they changed the original arrangement I made with them? 

LB, I don* t know what they wad© with you. Naturally, I»m not in on that. 

HW, No, that * s not what I mean, Larry, wait just a * 

LB, All I know is Kh±xh what I have with Ivan, 

s, 

Larry , wait just a minute, I made an arrangement 

LB, That is your business (blank) and I know nothing about that, 

HW. Larry, - 

LB, The only thing I*m tell you and the only thing these telephone calls are 
for, personally I ion* t think it * s his - the more J- think of it the more 
silly it seems, since we can agree on every text that we*ve ever actually 
wrangled over, Harold. 

HW, IJh - 

LB. 


But as an abstract proposition, which is always very difficult to talk to 
you about, anyway, as an abstract proposition, the only proper way to do 
this is to sign a 3-eornered deal and until 1 hear from them and we can 



work It out to th® satisfaction ■ ©f thorn, ©f you aa< I of w®, there f » nothin 
to do but sit quiet* 

S¥* H©«* I hoard you - 

LB, I should not do anything until I hear from them and I*a not going to do 
anything until I hear from them, 

EM. I have heard you out, I would like you to answer what I had in mind. 

LB. Go ahead. 

HW. ^faen I first went to them, we had a separate understanding which is also 
in writing, and I wanted a collaborator - 

LB. ^Indistinguishable but sounded something like "That was me 1? balance 

BW, Larry - Larry - (Overriding LB’ s voice) 

LB, unintelligible) 

HW, Larry, I did the courtesy of hearing you out. 

LB. 3C©e, 

HW. Pleas® do me the same. That, as I say, is committed in writing. Mow 

pursuant to that, me of the things was a collaborator, and as you know 
you were one -of the men I had in mind for a collaborator, Mow the origin 
arrangement with them - that I had with them - was that this was my book, 
we were going t© have a collaborator, I was not gcin g to regard him as a 
ghost, but was going to give him an internet in the book. Mow they were 
supposed to have a ©entrant for me within a day or two, and they didn*t. 
And then you* 11 remember you came down arid I spoke to you and at that tit 
you told me that they had changed their mind about this, that the only m 
was a 3- way agreement. Well, never anticipating anything like what hap- 
pened, it made no difference to me. But at that time you told me that thi 
was their desire and while I am asking you if this was as a consequence 
of what you and they discussed of o which i have no knowledge. 

LB. Well, as to that, I don f t know, 1 have no precise memory on the discusflJ 
at all. My memory of the discussion was a discussion that we had in t ho- 
of f ice, remember, in which I insisted that the only way I would do it 





would be if* it «#a s an arrangement that ran from them to the two of us, 
not an arrangement 

HW, But the relationship « 

LB, not an arrangement that yon and i made subsidiary to some contract that 
they might have with you* 

HW, Well, that in part answers ay question beaause if* this is your understand 
that* s different frost the original agreement have with them. 

LB. Well, no, (unintelligible) 

HW: Larry - 

LB. How would I know anything bbout that? 

HW. Larry, even that does not say that this is our book. You are the writer, 

„ $ xiX 1 . s. 

That I agreed to. But L never at jB^ny time gave this up as my book and/tb 
question never even arose. Well, now, I just wanted to spy this, Larry* 
so you’ll understand how 1 feel about it, and the one thing I am going to 
ask that you do now, as I told you yesterday because I would like to have 
it to work from, is to rfeturn to me my rough drafts - not my notes - and 
the other things I had given you which you had earlier promised to return 
for a different reason, such as the photostats and the clippings. Those 
are mine, 

LB, I haven’t any dotiht they are yours. But I think this all ought to be 
liquidated in a proper fashion. 

HW, Larry* that I am quite willing to do. 

LB. Mil right, Well, then, tjbcfeam let* a get a hold of them. 

(Unintelligible conversation for a few seconds) 

HW, I will leave that up to you because ’as you can understand I want to be 

doing other things, A s you know, I have a number of other things which a 
pressing upon me just as yon have your employment pressing upon you. I 
have a number of medical things in the near future, among other things, s 
I want to spend what time I have, which is not a lot - 

Lb. You must realize, you see, that. I*m sitting here with a manuseripfc which 
I cannot possibly use because a good half of it is yours. Light? 
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HW. I don* t know, 

IB, l/ell. It is, all the last part ... 

SW, Larry, there*® one thing, there* s one thing that . , . 

LB» I have to figure my way out of this situation and we y 1 can’t help but 
feel, on thinking it over, ‘chat our mutual obligation runs to Obolonsky, 

HW* Larry, there* s one thing that - 

LB, That’s all there is to it. How if they don’t want to clear it up, of 
course, that’s up to them, 

HU. Larry ~ 

LB. How here I sit signed on a contract to deliver a manusacript to them by a 
certain date, they’re under obligation to pay me some money, I have the 
manuscript in hand, I have no mon^ly, and now X have this emotional crisis 
from you. What do I dot 

HW. Larry, on the - on the ~ 

LB. What does a sensible man do? 

HW. On the - on the - 


HB, The only thing that i can see that’s sensible to do is to start It bv ©ur 
getting together in Mew York, The best way to liquidate it is the same 


HW. Larry, I want to address myself in answer to that in 2 ways: First of all 

you yourself made the offer to me to withdraw and we sign a paper saying 
that we owe each other nothing till the end of time. 1 accepted that. 
Second of all, as I told you, without any prompting from me, and i think 
you should know me well enough to knew that _l also feel you deserve some 
compensation, even though I feel you did not do for me what you were sup. 
posed to, i say the c only as an aside so you’ll understand my feelings. 
Nonetheless, wo both felt, even tho I didn’t articulate it, that some com- 
pensation was due you, and John, while first of all saying that Larry is an 
honest follow, which of course if I had had any doubts about we would 
never hatfe had any arrangement, also volunteered that he would - and I tol 
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jou this yesterday, that he weald be la touch with you about money , 

Lb. But he hasn’t been in touch with me. 

Hw. well, that I am willing to - 

LB. Be has had plenty of time to get In touch with me. Be got in touch with 
you, 

HW, Bo, I called him. I told you - 

Lb, W©H, I called them and I can’t get any answer, 

HW, Well, that ' s happened to me many times. 

Lb, I know it’s happened to both of us, 

HW, Mn&x& well - 

L ®. And 1 also have, thinking it over, l*ve got this problem of all this end 
of the stuff of yours that is all yours with revision that I don’t know 
what on earth to do with and it might very well be that we ^could work it 
that would be satisfactory to you. I don’t know ~ X don’t want to be a 
what you might call it, a ,,,, dog in the manger, 

HW. fell, Larry ~ 

LB, I’ll not interfere with you in anyway, bn the other hand, 1 don’t want t 

be a patsy. After all. I’ve put a lot of work, a lot of money, I have a 

legal position, and I cannot do anything that would endanger my legal po- 
sition, It would just be fcbsurd, on my part, to take a step that consti- 
tuted on ray own personal behalf a breach of a contract with, them* It wou 
leave everybody free of any obligation to me. It just doesn’t -make any 
sense, v 

HW, Well, I - 

Lb, 25 ’m perfectly willing to work out a combination of these things, but ob- 
viously It doesn’t suit you and while I think, actually, Harold, if you 

calm down, I think we could work out a text that would be mutually agree- 

ment, but I’m not going to go through the grief for what * s involved in It 
of your emotional stresses. It’s jusg too difficult. And - 

HW, 


Well 
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LB* But if you - you * here is a piece of literary property* It exists, we 
Both worked on it. I have an interest in It as real as years, and I*m Ju 
not going to destroy ray legal position to take steps which in effec 

breaches ray contract with Obolensky. I Just won’t do it. 

HW. %11 - 
LB* period. 

Hw* Well, then, if - uh * 

LB. There’s a© point in discussing it. 

fi¥* Well, then. If ray opinion is worth anything to you, I think what you sug- 
gested to begin with is the proper step, for you to be in touch with then 

_ from tb 

■MB* Well, I’ve tried to get in touch with them and I don’t get any answer/l 

don’t know whether they’re still in this damned \ \ 

Hw. W e n - 

with their v 

LB. turmoil mSxMm suit with McKay \ 

1W* They were yesterday - 

Ih* and don’t have a nickel in their pockets, or what /their trouble is. 

S¥. 2 hey were yesterday because Ivan - I never did get thru to Ivan, 

LB* Yes. 

HW* Well, this is something about which I can be of no help, Larry. I have a 
way of getting thru to them, 

LB. Well, neither do I, but I just wanted to let you know that I supposed I 

eould get thru to them today and get everything straightened out and mail 
you off your stuff. 

HW, Well, now, is there any reason - 
LB. Only I haven’t been able to do it - 
Hw. Regardless - 

Lb So there’s nothing I can do tot until Monday, Harold. I»m sorry. 

HW. Regardless of all of this, is there any reason why you can’t mail me imme- 
diately the writing I did as distinguished from my notes? I don’t see ho 
this relates to your position at all. 



HW. 

LB* 


LB 

HW. 

LB* 


HW, 

LB, 

HW. 

LB. 

HW. 

LB. 

HW. X 

LB. 

HW, 


X think that the whole thing lias to bs %mm ted in one ball of wax* 

1*11 1st it go at that, than, because *. 

I really, » 

in any event there’s nothing 1 <* «»« do. ' 

1 really think it would - it would worsen my legal position to take any 

other position, 

L&rry, 1 won’t even argue with you about it, 

How the question that 1 have, in my mind also because things change and tb 
winds of climate and opinion do, do yon still want to see the rest of thl 
snmuserlpt? 

Hot with the approach which you have taken and from which you refuse to ' 

retreat. 

Well, the only thing 1 refuse to retreat from is the simple one of the 
nimber of shots. Everything else, as far as I .know. 

Ho, you refuse 

^lear* intellect:uall y to Hi seta* between us. But that I have a perfectly 
nlrar k r and precise view on, which I # ve expressed to you 


Lb, 


And I think you’re wrong, and I think it would be disastrous to follow the 
course that you want to on that. 

Well • 

It would ©pen the book to ridicule, 

"STou may be right on that, Larry, but the more basic thing is you «, is your 
attitude toward the Report and your attitude to the way in which the whole 
thing is addressed. Well, Larry, I don’t see at this point anything t© be 
gained by adding to the conversation we had over two days. If I thought 
there would be, I’d continue, but I just don’t. Wow I am anxious to get 
that material back, as you know, that’s why I called you yesterday - 
Well, 1 * I - as soon as this thing can be properly terminated, if that’s 



i* I think that what you realy 


Is what you want. 


y have In mind that you are disguising in 
and I think It would be Just as helpful U 


'IiS* Well, I told you ~ 


were that. blunt. 


IjB # JZxenm me, I*a not disguising it, I haw a claim against them, and I don* 
intend to do anything that minimizes i the strength of ay claim, I think 3 
would be crazy to do that. 


HW, Well, harry, you take that up with them because that*s not my business, 
tM 9 1S»s # but acting towards you has a bearing on us sine® this is a 3- way deal 
that*® all, 

SW, #•!! - 


feaar±ja±«±y if I suddenly turn around and throw the whole . thing up, which 
sending everything back to you is a physical act of admission, so to ape&l 
of abandonment, I thereby lose my whole position with them. 

Well, bar - 


Si, 1% going on working on this manmsaerlpt because jf» under, as you are 
yourself , under an obligation to Obolensky, that*® all, and until we 
Straighten it out, there it stands, 

®W* Well, berry - 

SB, You and I cannot release one another of our obligations to a third party, 
that*® simple, ian*t it? • 

HW, Yes, And that is something that - 

SS, And unless they tell me so, I can* t go on your statement, obviously, any 
more than you could go on mine, «e * re both 
HW, Bow that - now that - that - that I d© understand, I _ I _ i think that 
is trues you have to hear from them. 

bB, 

Sure, 




/ You have only my word of ray converse ti on with John* that I recognize. 

LB. ' fexx*±±±xxxx&±ks7^Mcc±k±x% That pay he time, hut Xt*s not legally the 
seme thing as 
HW. That - 

LB* an understanding with them, 

HW. That*# true* That * s tame* But in any event, Larry, there Is nothing I 
.. you 

can do about getting/in touch with them because I, too, am aj&xious to hair* 
Lb* Well, we both are - we both are 
HW* this whole thing resolved 

LB. ■ caught la this erafo arras sroent gaacaxgaasdifetuu of the condition of that- firm, 
Hm. - But there’s one thing * there’s one thing - 

LB. ( Itoiatelligibl© ) 

BW, Larry, on which I want you to have ray firm opinion fof whatever it* s worti 

to you, 

LB* Yes* - 

HW. and that is, you had an interest in the book, but the book was mine, and j 
have another and additional agreement with Ivan making my agent for 
other thills on it; that yourgfposition was that of a writer. The book wa* 
never at any time anybody’s but mine , The idea was mine, the approach wa* 
mine, the whole thing was ratine, fend as you know, there is a iwftmmwttafeal 
• «mount of research that is exclusively rain©. You were brought in exclu- 
sively for a writer. 

L®* ■ Well, that isn’t the way I read it. 

Hw * y ou may - you may - as I think baek - 
LB* **** as co-author, 

HW, as I think back over the night we were up there, I now put an entirely 

different interpretation on what you said you were driving at there; your 
purposes we r ©not to try and clarify the language at all; I see that now 
clearly; but this was your intent. But, Larry* I do not accede to that and I 
want to be perfectly honest and forthright with you and tell you that 1 
Will not acceded to that, and I just d«*t want you to be ^der any misG 
apprehension about that. 
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I®* oh, that’s all right, I don’t met *. 

sw, Jktx * 

LB. The best thing for ms to do is to understand precisely what ©mr difference 
are* 

Hw* That is - now that is correct. Now* insofar as I may be ©ailed upon or 
asked to go to Sew York* next week there 'are two days that I cannot g©$ 
because ©f medical reasons and I want you to know that. And you might 
also want to know that in talking t© them#. 

LB. What day® are they? 

HW. Monday, I remem - Tuesday I remember for xna sure and the other one later 
in the week, I don’t know, but I will loaow. Tuesday. 

LB. ¥©11, would Wednes - well, anyway, it doesn’t ha - ?® to be . 

BW. Hes, 

LB. Well anyway, ±f I will - If they’ll ever call me, because they’re impos- 
sibl© to call, we can work this thing out. 

HW, w ell, I can’t tell you how many times I have called over the past 

LB* Yes. 

HW. to get the money that I need without getting through. But in any event, 
that’s the way we * 11 have to leave it, Larry, and I do thank you for let- 
ting me know your feelings. 

LB. Okay, Harold. \ 

5 M$ Bye, 


\ 



